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Annex C Public notices and press release 

C.1 Introduction 

C.1.1 Section C.1 sets out the public notice schedule for the minor refinement 

consultation followed by copies of the public notice as it appeared in each of the 

stated publications.  

C.1.2 Section C.2 provides a copy of the press release that the Applicant issued to 

publicise the consultation. 

Newspaper public notice schedule 

Table C.1 Publication of the public notice 

Newspaper Insertion Date (Week 1) Insertion Date (Week 2) 

The Times 12 May 2023 19 May 2023 

Essex Chronicle  11 May 2023 18 May 2023 

Kent Messenger  11 May 2023 18 May 2023 

Romford Recorder  12 May 2023 19 May 2023 

Thurrock Gazette  11 May 2023 18 May 2023 

London Gazette  12 May 2023 19 May 2023 

Lloyd’s List  12 May 2023 n/a 

Fishing News  11 May 2023 18 May 2023 
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Public notices in local, national and trade media 

Plate C.1 Public notice in The Times, 12 May 2023 
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Plate C.2 Public notice in The Times, 19 May 2023 
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Plate C.3 Public notice in the Essex Chronicle, 11 May 2023 
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Plate C.4 Public notice in the Essex Chronicle, 18 May 2023 
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Plate C.5 Public notice in the Kent Messenger, 11 May 2023 
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Plate C.6 Public notice in the Kent Messenger, 18 May 2023 
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Plate C.7 Public notice in the Romford Recorder, 12 May 2023 
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Plate C.8 Public notice in the Romford Recorder, 19 May 2023 
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Plate C.9 Public notice in the Thurrock Gazette, 11 May 2023 
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Plate C.10 Public notice in the Thurrock Gazette, 18 May 2023 
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Plate C.11 Public notice in the London Gazette, 12 May 2023 
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Plate C.12 Public notice in the London Gazette, 19 May 2023 
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Plate C.13 Public notice in Lloyd’s List, 12 May 2023 
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Plate C.14 Public notice in Fishing News, 12 May 2023 
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Plate C.15 Public notice in Fishing News, 18 May 2023 
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C.2 Press release 

Plate C.16 Press Release 

 
Stakeholder feedback leads to improved design as latest Lower Thames 

Crossing consultation gets underway 

 

National Highways has today (17 May) begun a further round of consultation on a handful of small 

changes being proposed to the design of the Lower Thames Crossing, which will result in changes 

to its submitted DCO Application.  

  

The design of the new road connecting Kent, Thurrock and Havering via a tunnel under the Thames 

has been shaped by feedback from the local community and stakeholders. National Highways has 

continued to engage with stakeholders and landowners since the Development Consent Order 

application was submitted last year to find opportunities to reduce the impact and maximise the 

benefit to local communities.  

  

The minor refinement consultation provides an opportunity for the public to share their views on a 

small number of changes that would improve the design of the project and respond to stakeholder 

feedback including: 

• Reducing the land needed for Nitrogen Deposition compensation at Blue Bell Hill and Burham 

• Updating our plans for utility works at East Tilbury to reduce the amount of land needed 

  

Information is also being provided on how the tunnels beneath the River Thames could be 

constructed. These minor, localised refinements result in minimal change to the impacts reported in 

the Development Consent Order application. 

  

Matt Palmer, Executive Director for the Lower Thames Crossing, said: "We're committed to 

continuing to work with our stakeholders and local community to maximise the benefits of this much-

needed new crossing. These latest changes improve the design of the Lower Thames Crossing and 
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allow us to reduce the land we need to build and operate it. I would like to thank you in advance for 

giving us your feedback." 

  

The four-week consultation will run from Wednesday 17 May to 23.59 Monday 19 June 2023. People 

will be able to respond to the consultation by completing an online survey, completing a paper form 

or by email. National Highways is carrying out this consultation now so that improvements to the 

design, and the way we'll build the road, can be included in the independent examination of the 

proposals that is due to begin on 20 June.  

  

Following the consultation, National Highways will make a formal submission to the Planning 

Inspectorate to make a change to the application. The Planning Inspectorate will then confirm if the 

changes have been accepted into the examination process or not. If they are accepted they will be 

examined alongside the rest of the application.  

  

National Highways submitted an application for a Development Consent Order to the Planning 

Inspectorate late last year and the planning process is currently in the pre-examination phase. The 

Planning Inspectorate has confirmed that the examination period will start on 20 June and finish on 

20 December. A decision is expected by summer 2024. 

 

Ends 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS  

 
Information is also being provided on how the tunnels beneath the river Thames could be 
constructed by either two tunnel boring machines or by using a single tunnel boring machine to 
construct both. This provides our Delivery Partners the flexibility to reduce costs, materials and 
carbon by using less machinery. 
 
Full details of the consultation can be found at: 
https://highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/ltc/minor-refinement-consultation-2023 
 
National Highways is the wholly government-owned company responsible for modernising, 
maintaining and operating England’s motorways and major A roads. 
 
View our press releases online at https://nationalhighways.co.uk/press/ 
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Real-time traffic information for England’s motorways and major A roads is available via its 
website (www.trafficengland.com), local and national radio travel bulletins, electronic road signs 
and mobile apps. Local Twitter services are also available at https://nationalhighways.co.uk/about-
us/social-media-use/. 
 
For further information please contact National Highways’ press office (24hrs) on 0844 693 

1448 and select the most appropriate option below: 
 

Option 1: National enquiries (9am to 5.30pm) & out of hours for urgent enquiries  
Option 2: North West (between 9am & 5.30pm)  
Option 3: Yorkshire, Humber and North East (between 9am & 5.30pm)  
Option 4: West Midlands (between 9am & 5.30pm)  
Option 5: East Midlands (between 9am & 5.30pm)  
Option 6: East (between 9am & 5.30pm)  
Option 7: South East (between 9am & 5.30pm)  
Option 8: South West (between 9am & 5.30pm) 
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